Declawing

Scratching is a normal behavior for cats. Cats scratch to mark
territorg, to relieve stress, stretch, and to shed the outer covering
of the toenalils. Provicling an alternative scratching surface other

than furniture can often curb inaPProPriate scratching.
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There are many tgl:)cs of scratching Posts. Most cats Pr@cer a tall
vertical post that is high enough for them to entirclg stretch out.
Kittg condos work well. There are several different materials to
cover the Post. These gcnera”g are car[:)et or sisal rope. Some

cats do Pr@cer a horizontal surface: there are sPccial cardboard Pacls that work well.

Place the scratching Post near the areas of inaPProPriate scratching. Place catni[:) or use
I:eliwag (Pheromone) on/arouncl the post. Also Place an offensive material on the area of
inaPProPriate scratching. Aluminum foil, double sided stickg tape, ora scent such as citrus at

the area, but not too close to the Post.

Propcr nail trimming is essential. Thisis a simple Proccdurc for most cats and can be easilg

learned. 1t gets easier with Practice and should be done monthlg.

One alternative to cleclawing is Soft Paws. These are Plastic caps that are gluecl with a non-
toxic gluc to the nails. The onlg drawback is that theg do need to be re[:)lacecl Perioclica”9
and some cats wi” chcw them OFF. We can applg these in thc clinic or show you how todo this

at homc.
Declawing shoulcl bc a last resort For Problems with scratching.

The rcalit9 of dcclawing is that it is not simplg removing, the nail, it is actua”g amPutation of the
last knuckle of the toe. This Proceclure should not be taken lightlg and will on19 be Pcmcormecl
after consultation about alternatives. Declawing also means your cat needs to remain

indoors.
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Declawing, continued. ..

The Proccdure is done under gcncral anesthesia and is often Pcmcormccl at the time of the
spay or neuter. Most cats recover well with no residual Problems. Younger cats recover
bettcr than older ones. Post-operativc care includes a sPecial litter such as shrcclclecl

newspaper or Pe”et Iitter 1Cor 2 weeks while the site heals.

Cats will still “scratch” and need after this Procedure, as this is a natural behavior. One
ncgativc behavior that can occur is an increase in biting as their natural defense of scratching

IS NOW gone.
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