Dental Disease

Dental disease is a very common issue attecting rougnlg two-thirds
ot our aclult cats. Pro[:)er Preventative care and dental cleanings

can hCIP erUCC t}“lC Progression O{: tl"llS CliSCEﬂSC PI"OCCSS.

Otten your cat wi” not snow any signs associated witn clental
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disease, esPecia”9 in the earlg stages. As the discase progresses
you may notice Pain when eating, cnewing on one side of the

moutn, clroPPing tood, drooling, or decreased interest in eating,

Dental disease starts with a build-up of Plaque on the teeth and if it is not removed will
Progress and mineralize to tartar and calculus. Tnis is more damaging to tne teetti and can
lead to gingivitis and eventua”g Perioclontal disease. Periodontal disease is a Progressive and

non-reversit)le cnange.

Disease t)egins most commonlg on the back teetn, which are harder to see. The build up

ngiﬂS along thC gum-line ancl Progresses over time.

Unique to cats is a disease known at FORL’s or Feline Odontoclastic ResorPtive esions.
This is a destruction of the outer enamel of the tootn, which causes resorPtion of tooth from

the outside in |eavinga Paintul open lesion on the outside of the tooth.

Dailg brusning is the most effective means to Prevent signiticant dental disesase. There are
sPecial tootn brusties and Havored tootn Pastes tnat snoulcl t)e used. Also ciailg PrescriPtion

clental diets are available to nelP counteract clental disease.

Routine dental cleanings (everg 6-12 montns) are done under general anestnesia. Tne teetn
are ultrasonica”9 scaled and Polisnecl. Onlg after sedation can a good tnorougn exam be

Pertormed as most cats are reluctant to a”ow a tnorougn exam wnile awa|<e.
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