Diabetes Mellitus

Diabetes occurs when there is an excess of glucose in the
bloodstream. This is a common disease of older cats. Any age,
brcecl, or sex can be agected, but overweight male cats have a

highcr Preclis[:)osition for the disease. Steroid use canalso be a

cause.
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Signs of diabetes include increased water intake, excessive amount
of urine Produced, an increased aPPetite, weight loss, lethargg,

WC&‘(I’]CSS, and a POOT’ hair coat.

There are two tgl:)es of diabetes. Tgpe | (insulin dependent) occurs when the pancreas does
not Procluce enough insulin. THPC Il occurs when the bodg Produces enough insulin, but
there is a resistance to it. There are no tests to clistinguish between these two tgl:)es.

Transient diabetes can also occur, this is not a Pcrmanent disease.

THPC | diabetes is more common and requires clailg insulin administration for the remainder of
the cats life. Genera”g the injections need to be twice dailg. THPC | diabetes may or may not
requirc claﬂg insulin. Some cats can be managecl ona Prescription diabetic diet or oral

medications. Some tHPC Il cats will sPontaneou519 reverse.

Diagnosis is made through various blood and urine tests. Treatments vary bg the cats
response to cligerent clrugs and Foocl. At homc glucose testing can be an imPortant tool in

regulating response to treatment.

Keepinggour cata healthg weight is one way to helP Prevent diabetes and may be cnough to

treat or cause remission o1C the disease. Weight Ioss needs to be done very gracluallg .

Uncliagnosed diabetes has the Potential to be life threatening when glucose concentrations

become signhcicantlg elevated.

ok Ensuringthere is Plentg of fresh water available is imPortant to Prevent dchgdration. ek
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