Kidneg Disease

Chronic renal disease occurs when the kidneg’s abilitg to Prol:)erlg
function is lost. This is one of the most common diseases seen in

our older cats. This disease can be seen in any age, breed, or sex.

The most common sign that you will notice with your cat isa
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signiicicant increase in water consurn[:)tion and Iarger quantities of
urine Production. The boc]g loses more fluids than are taken in
and dengclration occurs, which causes excessive thirst. As the
disease progresses you may notice weignt loss, decreased

aPPetite, WeaknessJ bad breath, poor hair coat, VomitingJ and oral lesions.

Tne kidnegs Function is to Filter out waste Proclucts From our boc]g and retain needed

nutrients. Tneg also are iﬂVOlVCd Wlth l"CCl bIOOCl CC” PI"OClUCtiOﬂ anc] blOOCl PI"CSSUI"C.

Diagnosing earlg kidneg disease is, unFortunatelg, difficult. Cnanges in blood tests do not
show disease until after 65-75% of the kidnegs have s’coPPec] working Properlg. Kiclneg
disease is Progressive and irreversible. The Prognosis varies dramatica”g bg the time of

detection.

There are treatments that can nelP extend the qualitg and time of an affected cat’s life. With
earlg disease, owners can be instructed how to give additional fluid support bg learning to give
fluids under the skin. More severe cases often require intravenous fluid administration over
several clags in the nosPital. Pro[:)er nutritional support, various medications, and fluid

tnerapg are all methods to extend life.

Diets can also neIP to slow the Progression bg lessening the workload of the kidnegs. Moist
foods can further nelp as the water content is quite nign and neIPs to maintain better
ngdration.

ek Ensuringtnat there is Plentg of fresh water reaclilg available is very imPortant to Prevent
clengclration. Tk
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