Liver Disease

Hepatic liPidosis (“Fattg liver”) occurs when excessive amounts of
fat are clePositecl in the liver. This is the most common liver disease
in cats. This can occur in cats of any age, breed, or sex. Obesitg is

one common risk Factor.
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Signs of hcpatic lipidosis are weight loss, letharglj, vomiting, and
3e”owing of the skin. When a cat has not eaten for over one week,

thCSC sigrls mag begin to occur.

The liver works to remove toxins from the bodg and metabolize c]rugs as well as Proclucing
clotting factors and blood Proteins. Hepatic |iPiclosis occurs when a cat does not eat for a
week or more. This causes mobilization of fat stores in the bodg to be depositccl in the liver

and decreases its abilitg to Function Properlg.

Ang stressor can cause a cat to stoP eating. These include new Pets, changes in routine,
moving, diet changes, and illness. There are many undcrlging llnesses that can cause hcpatic
lipiclosis; these include diabetes mellitus, Pancreatitis, gastrointestinal discase, and stress.

Ang disease can cause a poor aPPetite. About 50% of the time no underlging cause can be

FOUﬂCl.

Aggressive medical treatment is needed, as there is a high Fatalitg rate if intervention is not

taken. With aggressive treatment, 50-65% of cats can survive.

Treatments range from hosPitalization, Huid therapg, nutritional support, treating any known
undcrlging disease, and antibiotics/ medications. Nutritional suPPort IS keg to trcating this

disease. APPetite stimulants can be tried if earlg detection occurs. Attempting to force-feed
s Possiblc earlg in the disease process onlg. This can cause stress, which can lead to further

loss of aPPctite. if a cat cannot be enticed to eat, a Feecling tube will be recommended.

Keeping your catata healthg weight is the best Prevention of hepatic lipidosis.
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